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Date Change
The Annual Membership Meeting is now November 17th.  The annual meeting is an important meeting for 
members to attend.  The focus of this meeting is to adopt the 2023 PCPB 
Club budget and a time for members and the Board to bring issues that 
need to be addressed by the membership.   Please mark your calendar 
for 6:00 PM on November 17th in the Eagles Nest Ball Room.  This is a 
date change from the originally scheduled date, due to a conflict with the 
National Pickleball Championships in Indian Wells.  We know we have 
several players and fans attending Nationals, including officers, and we 
want the date to be available for as many members as possible.

Save the Date
October 19: Board of Directors Mtg (open to all members) 3:00 PM
November 1: In-house Final4 mixed doubles tournament 
November 6: Fall Kick Off Fandango 5:00 PM
November 16: Board of Directors Mtg (open to all members) 3:00 PM
November 17:  Annual General Membership meeting 6:00 PM

Need a Date?
Check pcpickleball.org/calendar-of-events for upcoming events, in-house tournaments, socials and meeting 
dates and times.

Club Website
New this month on our Club website pcpickleball.org is a short video on the history of pickleball.  We thank 
Mike Nadon for providing this video.  The video is under the HOME link at the top of the page.  There is a lot of 
other helpful training videos and the schedule of upcoming Club tournaments, Board meetings and socials.  

Court Resurfacing
After a questionable start, we are well on our way to beautiful, resurfaced courts.  We expect all courts to be 
completed shortly.  Thank you for your patience as we work our way through the challenges.  Remember, with 
the new surface, courts will have a rougher surface and shoes will grip the courts more.  Please be careful!

•
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New Court Update
I was so excited to send out the email blast stating things are finally starting to move.  It is important to 
acknowledge all the people who have brought us to this point: this has been a long time coming.  Discussions 
on additional courts first began in 2016 and in 2017 the first Club committee was appointed.  Committee 
members John Phil, Dennis Carter, Gordon Cooper, and Renee deLassus had early discussion on adding 4 
more courts in the parking area between the Arts building and court 9.  In October 2018 the committee made 
a formal presentation at the HOA Board meeting, with several hundred PCPB Club members in attendance. 
In 2019, RCI, specifically Ed Robson, offered to donate the land in the RV storage area on the condition the 
pickleball courts were built there. In October 2019, membership voted to raise $500,000 to contribute to 
the overall cost of the new courts.  Tony Wells was appointed (and remains) the chair of the new fundraising 
committee.  In November of 2019, at the PCPB Club annual meeting, the then Club Board of Directors 
presented and passed a proposal (which I personally think was brilliant) to offer Lifetime Dues to raise a large 
portion of the now committed $500,000.  As RCI designed the plans for the project called Sunset Recreational 
Park. Board member, Martha Urbin, took those plans and used her vast experience as a civil/structural 
engineer to make some incredible enhancements.  Most notably, using the same overall space, Martha used 
her professional knowledge and pickleball experience to enlarge the area between the sidelines/baseline 
and the fences.  In 2020 COVID hit, construction costs skyrocket, the work force and materials became 
problematic.  RCI agreed to additional funding which brings Robson’s total commitment to the pickleball courts 
to approximately $2.5 million and the HOA voted to add up to $750,000.  Our Club commitment has never 
changed from the $500,000 and we are close to reaching our goal. 

Since those initial conversations there have been multiple PCPB Club boards that have pushed, pulled, 
organized, and worked toward getting to this start.  Thank you to all who have been involved both at high 
levels and those members who helped by attending HOA/zoning/city council meetings.  And not to be taken 
lightly, thank you to all the members who have contributed to our fundraising efforts. 

The ground infrastructure (sewer, water, power, and drainage) should be, or will soon be, in process and is 
expected to take 2-3 months.  From there the construction of the courts can begin.  As stated many times, 
materials and work force remains a challenge and depending on those it is expected the new courts will be 
completed in the first or second quarter of 2023.  



Fall/Winter Schedule
Scheduling for winter court events is always a challenge, and this year 
is especially difficult.  The Board adopted the recommendation to 
move from five round robins each for the men’s, women’s, and mixed 
round robins to nine each. CAC (court allocation committee) is up to 
the challenge. However, if scheduling an additional 12 groups wasn’t 
enough, we are also asking CAC to do more - by estimating how 
many members in each of these 18 groups will want to play.  We can 
assume with the new smaller groups, some members who have not 
played in the past may want to give the new group a try.  And at the 
same time, some players who have played in the past will decide not 
to play.  With those two factors, after round robins start some groups 
may either be cancelled, and the remaining players absorbed in other 
groups, or a new group may need to be established.  We will not know 
these answers until round robins begin later this month. 

The Board directed that CAC schedule as many round robins as 
possible in the afternoons, with none starting before 11:15 AM. 

Ladders will remain on Thursday mornings for women and 
Friday mornings for men. We will post the schedule in a 
separate email when the first tentative time and events are 
complete. 

Event Registrations for all events will move registration back 
to 7:00 PM, so not to interfere with round robins that end 
at 6:15.  All round robin’s sign-up will open at 7:00 PM one 
week prior to the event and close the day before the event.  
Example, Monday round robin, registration will open the 
Monday prior and close on Sunday before.  If a member 
must withdraw from an event before the date, they may do 
so on the website up to 2 hours prior to the start.

It is important that players withdraw from Round Robins if 
they are unable to play.  This allows players from the waitlist 
the opportunity to play.  In ladder, players are unable to drop 
after the close time and must notify the ladder captain if it 
is imperative that they cancel.  Dropping after the schedule 
is made is extremely difficult since each week the captain 

determines groups of four from those who register.  If changes are necessary after the schedule is made, the 
player unable to compete will be placed in last place of their group.  

The start date of round robins and ladder is being delayed, due to the delays on the court resurfacing.  The 
plan is to begin our winter schedule on October 30, 2022.  Registration for events will open October 23.  

Do you know about our Buddy program? 
In addition to our Skills Coaches we have mentors available to show you around the courts and guide you 
through the various programs and activities you can participate in. If you’re interested in VOLUNTEERING 
as a buddy, or if you’d like a buddy assigned to you, please reach out to our club Secretary and we’ll get you 
started! Just email secretary@pcpickleball.org.



Final4 
Tournaments are Coming!
The PCPB Club has two in-house member-
only tournaments during the winter 
months.  The first tournament is called 
the Final4 and the second tournament is 
the Club Championships.  Both of these 
tournaments offer members a chance 
to play in men’s, women’s and mixed 
doubles.  The first tournament of the 
season is the Final4 Mixed Doubles on 
November 1.  Registration opens October 
17.  Our in-house tournaments are a 
great way to have fun, and get some 
tournament experience at no cost.  All 

members are welcome to participate and your partner also needs to be a member.  

The Final4 format is different than other tournaments.  
There will be eight teams in each bracket.  Brackets require eight teams, so be sure to register early.  If 
there aren’t enough teams to fill a bracket the registration date and time will be used to determine which 
teams must be dropped from the tournament.  
The 8-team bracket will be broken into two groups of four teams each (group A & B). 
Each group of four teams will play a Round Robin against the other three teams in their group, in a “two 
games to 11 win by 1” format.  This means each team will play six games total in the Round Robin portion 
of the event.  
Following the Round Robin portion, teams will be ordered 1 to 4 based on games won, ties being broken 
by head-to-head play, total point differential, head-to-head 
point differential, coin flip, in that order, if needed.
Next, the groups within each bracket will play against each 
other in a “best of two out of three games to 11, win by 2” 
format.  Group A 1st place plays Group B 1st place, Group A 
2nd place plays Group B 2nd place etc.  This will determine 
the overall winners for each bracket.  
This format guarantees every team a minimum of eight 
games and a maximum of nine games.

Registration opens at 7:00 PM on October 17 and closes at 
noon on October 28.  To register log onto Court Reserve, click 
events and scroll down to Final4 Mixed Doubles.   Both partners 
need to register and list each other in the partner field.  If a 
player wants to compete and is looking for a partner, individuals 
can sign up under the event labeled Need a Partner.  Interested 
members can contact other players who Need a Partner; it is 
the member’s responsibility to make these connections. 

We will have volunteer officials for as many games as possible.  
The Final4 tournaments are filled with fun play throughout the 
day: we hope you will join in!  For questions, please contact the 
tournament director, Alex Potapoff  (623) 337-3617.
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Final4 Mixed,

November 1

Final4 Women’s,

December 8

Final4 Men’s,

December 9



Ladders
By Lori McLinton 

Later this month we will begin both the men and women’s Ladder play. Ladders are open 
to all Club members, regardless of their Club groupings.  Ladders are different from Round 
Robins, as they are considered more competitive.  Each week score determines whether 
you move higher or lower on the Ladder.  Individual play times vary each week; however, 
women will play Thursday mornings and men will return on Friday morning. Captains will 
be there to help the players new to ladder.

Executive Summary of Rules 
The format is designed such that participants play with other players of similar skill 
levels. 
This event will be played in a Round Robin format. Each player will be placed in groups 
of four (sometimes five) in the order of their position (ranking) on the Ladder each 
week. 
Play games to 15, switch sides at 8 due to wind or sun. 
Each player will play three games within their group, one with each participant. 
After each game record your score on the clipboard provided near your court. 
After all three games are played, add up your score and initial. 
Your placement on the Ladder will be based upon your scoring percentage (the ratio 
of points won to total points possible). 
During the season, players will move up and down the Ladder based upon their 
scoring. 
It may be friendly competition, but just enjoy the play–meet some new pickleball 
friends --- HAVE FUN! 

Lori McLinton: 905-767-6086 / Women’s Ladder Captain 
Chris Morlan: 303 489-1040 / Women’s Ladder Captain Assistant 
Tom Skinner: 303-210-2922 / Men’s Ladder Captain 

Replay Reminders
We have many new members, please introduce yourself when you go onto a court.
If you need to clear your throat, please leave the court; do not spit on the court, even in the corner!
Players call the lines on their side of the court.  If there is uncertainty on a line call, the benefit always goes 

to the opponent.   
For a traditional serve (no bounce) the head 
of the paddle must be below the wrist and 
contact is made below the waist and hit in an 
upward motion.  For our recreational play, we 
don’t make illegal serve calls, however, it is 
important that players are aware of the rule. 
Please hang your bags low on the fence so 
players can watch the play.  
Please do not use chairs to hold your bags, 
coolers, and other items.  
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Lori McLinton

Tom Skinner



How to Sign Up for Ladders and Round Robins
Registration for ladders and round robins’ registration opens one week prior to the event.  
For Round Robins, if the event occurs on a Monday, the registration is the Monday prior 
and remains open until Sunday.  If event is on Tuesday, registration is the Tuesday prior and 
closes Monday, and so on.  For ladders, registration opens one-week prior, however, closes 
at noon 2 days prior to the ladder so that the captain can develop the schedule.  Women’s 
ladder closes Tuesday at noon and men’s close Wednesday at noon. If the event is full, 
players are encouraged to sign up on the waitlist.  When a registered player drops the next 
person in the queue will automatically be moved in and sent an email of their registration. 

To Register:
Sign into Court Reserve
Click Events
Find the event you are playing and click register (or waitlist if event is full)
Click save
An email confirmation will be sent to you
If you do not get an email confirmation shortly after registering, a player can log out/refresh Court Reserve 
and check the event details to see that your name is there. If your name is not listed, please re-register and 
remember to click save. 

2022 Fall Fandango
By Wendy Langhals and Bill Wood

Buenas Noches Pickleballers!  You are cordially invited to the 2022 Fall Fandango (Kickoff) dinner dance!  There 
will be great food, great music and great friends!

When:    Sunday November 6 from 5PM – 9PM
Where:    Tuscany Falls Ballroom
Buffet:    Southwestern (vegetarian options must be reserved in advance) with dessert
Entertainment:   Outside the Lines presented by Roy Johnson Realty
Cost:     $30 per person
Ticket Outlet:   Court Reserve under “Events”, 300 max attendees, so sign up soon!
Contact:   Wendy Langhals, pclanghals@gmail.com

See you there!

Comments to Coaches
For some time now, several coaches at PebbleCreek have offered coaching lessons to members and all they ask 
is that the member make a donation to the New Courts Fund. We ask the individuals to provide comments on 
the coaches after the lesson. Below are just a few of those comments.

Coach   Student  Comment       
Rick Reed  Frank Gorski  Excellent! Simplified shots that were easily understood.
Jonathan Colter Jeff Specter  Very patient  and observant coach.  Jonathan has the ability to 
      explain the fine points of Pickleball and what I need to work on. 
Jill Lewis  Ellen Schoenberger Very helpful, practical instruction.  Helped each individual and we 
      learned from each other. 
Tony Wells  Steve/Jane B.  Great session.  Responsive to what we wanted to work on.  Taught 
      us good “practice games” for specific skills.  Good feedback on 
      what each of us needs to work on the most.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.



Maintenance Report - September 19, 2022
By Marty Braden

1. Work Orders
 Ongoing/Update:

Trim trees and plants
Spray weeds on exterior of courts           

           New:
Repair ice machine at Ramada
Repair paver stones by fence (corner court 4)
Replace missing bolts on gate hinges
Replace 4’ hose connector from exterior water faucet to hose reel

2. Projects
Ongoing/Update:

Concrete  – area between Ramada & court 1 – area south of courts 17-20 
Shed – delayed until Fall
Resurface all courts – September 12 to ?

Court Resurfacing consists of: 
One black sealer coat followed by two green coats followed by one blue coat followed by white 
court lines

3. Maintenance Committee Projects
Reversed seven gates to open against fence rather than against ball tubes
Lifted all gates in preparation of court resurfacing
Close openings between gates and poles on courts 13, 14 & 16
Paint touch-ups ongoing
Clean & wash concrete area south of courts 5-8 and courts 10 & 11
Trim trees overhanging on Pickleball walkways

4. Volunteers (Thank You’s)
Thank you Kit and Darryl May for straightening furniture for August
Thank you Carol and Dave Moonan for assuming these duties for September
Thank you Lisa and Tom Kellis for assuming these duties for October
Net adjusters:  August – Thank you Kit and Darryl May, September – Thank you Val and Marty 
Braden, October – Thank you Joe Sagorsky and Bernie Bangert

I have a great maintenance committee that have been 
helping throughout the summer, but sometimes they are 
unavailable, so a Big Thanks to Darryl May, Sean Weaver and 
Steve Tamparo for stepping up to help.
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Darryl May, Sean Weaver, Steve Tamparo



Round Robins and Parity of Play

On September 28, 2022 at the monthly board meeting, the Board approved the recommendations to eliminate 
ratings and move Round Robins to groups based on parity of play. As we enter October, we wanted to give you 
an update on the new Round Robin structure.  

Our goals are simple:
Improve parity of play for members participating in Round Robins to make them more fun. 
Increase the number of groups to provide better parity of play
Use observation of members play in round robins to determine the group that is most comparable for their 
playing abilities. 

For the those who play in Round Robins with some regularity we need your assistance.  
If you think you have initially been placed in the wrong group, please sign up and play at least 2 weeks.  
After playing for two weeks, if you still believe you are in the wrong group drop us an email.  The Main 
Parity Team (Alex Potopoff, Andrea Dilger, Steve Cain and Sharon Hadley or their designees) will come and 
observe play in the next Round Robin and make an assessment.
If you find that in most games you play each team is scoring at least 7 points, then even if you are winning 
most games, you may still be in the best group for your playing ability.   
Many players like to “play up” to challenge themselves and to see where their game needs improvement.  
Round Robin groupings are not designed for that, they are based on current demonstrated ability.  If you 
want to “play up” this can be done simply by organizing games with better players.  Most people if asked 
will play occasionally, especially with players who are working hard on their game and aspiring to get 
better.  

Even though the color groups will be used for Round Robins, skills classes, drop-in guidelines, and the Club 
Championship, for the those who do not play Round Robins with any regularity, the group you have been 
placed into will have very little bearing on most of your play.  For instance:

You likely play drop-in or organize your own games. (See the FAQ on drop-in play)
The Final 4 tournament is based on seeding by the tournament committee and only applies to the 
members who sign up for the event.
The Club Championship allows any member to “play up” to any level they choose to test their skills.
Skills classes are available to all levels.

As players look at their new round robin groups, some will be pleased, some neutral, and others may be 
disappointed.  We recognize we will have misplacements and for those of you that find yourself in that position 
we ask for your patience.  If you don’t play in Round Robins we simply ask you to ignore the color groupings as 
they don’t apply to you.  If you do play in Round Robins, give your assigned group a try for a couple weeks.  If 
after two weeks, you think you are in the wrong group email the Parity Team at rr@pcpickleball.org and make 
a request to be observed.  

If players are having enjoyable games, then we believe that the groupings are correct. No matter whether 
there is a group of 18 or 180 there will always be some stronger players as part of that group. We are only 
looking to move those players who are dominant and can demonstrate comparable play at the next level.  It 
is probable that some players could be dominant at one level and not be able to have like ability at the next 
and be moved back to their original group.  Every player moved to a new group will be placed into that group 
contingent on the player being able to demonstrate comparable playing ability in the new group.

Thanks to everyone who have been asking us questions since the last newsletter introduced the new Round 
Robin and Parity (rating) system.  
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Below we have assembled FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions) to add clarification.  
FAQ - Frequently Asked Questions

1. Q. What is deemed to be comparable play or parity of play?
 A. Comparable play or parity of play is when both teams are scoring at least 7 points in 80% of the 
  games.   A player may win 5-6 games a week, but if the scores are close then that player is 
  deemed to be getting parity of play.

2. Q. How will the initial group placements be made?
 A. The Parity Team has received input from numerous players at all levels.  However, with 1,500 
  member in the club, it is impossible for the Parity Team to know exactly where to place each 
  player, especially if they did not played regularly in Round Robins last season.   If a person was  
  unknown to the committee, they were placed in the lowest group associated with their rating 
  level.  Our rationale is that it will be easier to move people up than down.  

3. Q. What if I don’t agree with my group placement?
 A. If you do not play Round Robins your group placement will have no effect on you and should be 
  ignored.  Initially, we know not all members will be placed correctly.  The first few weeks of 
  Round Robins there will be some players moved to different groups.  After the initial review, 
  during the winter months players will still be moved if the scores of their games indicate a 
  player is misplaced.  
	 	
  A player will also be able to request movement by emailing the Parity Team at rr@pcpickleball.
  org . If a player is winning most of their games and keeping their opponents under 7 points in 
  those wins, that demonstrates dominance.  In some cases, dominance may be indicated by 
  other players not hitting the ball to the strongest player.  If that is happening in most games, it 
  might warrant moving a player to a higher group.  Player will be observed at once or twice by 
  the Parity Team Members, and if appropriate moved the following week.  If a player feels they 
  are weaker than the group they can request a move and if their loss record indicates that the 
  player may be better placed in another group, the move will also be made.

4. Q. Who makes up the Parity Team?
 A. The team leadership will include Alex Potapoff, Andrea Dilger, Steve Cain and Sharon Hadley.  In 
  addition, 2-3 player/observers from each color groups will be involved.  

  The player/observers in each color group will remain anonymous and will be providing their 
  assessment of a player’s abilities based on what they observe each week in playing with the 
  player requesting movement.   Players who have played together have the best idea of similar 
  abilities, while the Parity Team works with these players to ensure there is continuity 
  throughout the system.

  When a player requests an assessment the main Parity Team will seek input from group player/
  observers prior to the observation.   We believe it is in the best interest of all members that 
  the players in each group that are providing feedback to the Parity Team remain anonymous to 
  avoid conflicts among players in each group.

5. Q. What if I want to get a higher USAP numerical rating?
 A. If a member receives a higher UTPR rating or a certified IPTPA rating increase, that rating can 
  be changed on Court Reserve in the player profile.  However, this rating will not affect a player’s 
  Round Robin grouping as the grouping is based on club level Round Robin play.



6. Q. What if I don’t want a club Round Robin grouping color?
 A. Players may request to not have a group color.  However, those players will not be able to 
  register for Round Robins, skill sessions or any other Club activity that are require group colors 
  to register.  Players may play ladders and if they later want to play Round Robins they would 
  need to request to be assigned to a grouping color. To request to NOT being placed in a color 
  group email rr@pcpickleball.org  stating the request.  
	 	
7. Q. Why do players have to be observed, and not considered just for their win/loss record?
 A. First, according to the member survey, keeping score was not wanted by over 2/3rds of the 
  respondents.  A few years ago, the Club tried only using win/loss records, and this method 
  resulted in multiple difficulties and in some cases questionable results.  

  In addition, sometimes dominance may present itself by a player not getting the ball hit to them 
  because they are the stronger player on the team.  If this is the case a win/loss record would not 
  reflect the players abilities.   Observing the number of unforced errors or the players ability to 
  set up a point to get a ball to put away in comparison to the other players on the court is only 
  apparent by observation.  Simply using win/loss record does not necessarily indicate 
  dominance.
	 	
8. Q. I worked hard for my Club rating, what happens to that?
 A. Your current Club rating will be on your Court Reserve personal profile page.  However, the Club 
  will not be using these ratings OR doing any further ratings.  
	 	
9. Q. How many players will be in each group?
 A. Groups will be based on comparably playing ability so group sizes will vary.  Plus, we do not 
  know how many players from a color grouping will choose to play Round Robins.  We expect 
  that we may have to either add or remove some color groupings to form realistic group sizes.  
  There needs to be enough players to fill a minimum of 2 courts each week.  If a group is large   
  enough to fill 10 or more courts, that group will likely have 2 different time slots and players 
  may have to choose one time during the week to play. 
	 	
10. Q. Will the color groups be used in drop-in play?
 A. Yes.  We will be using the color codes as suggestions on drop in courts, but as it is now there is 
  cross pollination up and down in drop in courts.  Be respectful, don’t play up unless asked to 
  join a group or they need a player to make 4.  If you are not scoring at least 7 points per game 
  drop down a level.
	 	
11. Q. Will my color grouping be the same for gender specific Round Robins and Mixed?
 A. Yes, at least in the beginning.  We may experiment down the line with different colors for men 
  and women in Mixed Round Robins, however in the beginning we will simply use the same 
  colors.  
	 	
12. Q. Will people be moved down in the Color groups?  If so, who makes that decision and what is 
  the process?
 A. People can request to move down, but likely most of the time the anonymous members of the 
  Parity Team in each color group will make a recommendation that a player may need to move 
  down.  In that case, at least 2 members of the Parity Team will observe the player in question 
  and if it is decided their play is more comparable to a lower group the Parity Team will let them 
  know by email as not to embarrass them at the courts.  Of course any player moved down will 
  be given the opportunity to speak with the Parity Team to either appeal the decision or 



  understand the basis on which the decision was made.
	 	
13. Q. What if the players I play against/within Ladder are a different color grouping than I am, will 
	  that change either mine or their color grouping?  Or will Ladder play be used at all for color 
  grouping changes?
 A. Ladder results will have no bearing on color grouping decisions for Round Robins.  Ladder play is 
  much different than Round Robin play and as a result will not be considered. The ladder 
  captains may use color grouping to assist in player placements.
	 	
14. Q. Will the new groups be always on the same day and time?
 A. The new color group round robins, will be scheduled the same as in the past.  Groups will have 
  an assigned date and time for both gender based and mixed round robins.
  Once a group is assigned a day and time, we try very hard not to change that during the season.  
  However, depending on participation levels it may be necessary to occasionally move a groups 
  day and time. 

Upcoming Fundraising Opportunities and Fun.		
Now that the new court build is close to beginning, we have some fun opportunities on the horizon. This is just 
a preview of things to come later this fall:

Re-Opening of Brick Sales: Tony Wells
A new fall T-shirt design: Marty Alto
50/50 Money Pot Split:  Pick the date closest to the Opening Day of the New Courts - Sara Meline and 
Tammy Bashian

•
•
•

Marty Braden, Officer-at-Large, Terri Kelly, Secretary, Nancy Popenhagen, 
President, Sharon Hadley, Treasurer, Bill Wood, Vice-President

Your 2022-2023 PebbleCreek Pickleball Club
Board of Directors



$30.00 per person (inc. food) | Cash Bar | Tuscany Falls Ballroom and Chianti Room
Sign up on CourtReserve 10/1-10/31. Limit 300 registrants.

Questions: Wendy Langhals 707-324-9414

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
••

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Saturday, 6th November    Doors open at 5:00 pm

MUSIC  •  DANCE  •  DRINK  •  FOOD

Entertainment presented by
Roy Johnson Realty


