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Presidents Corner

Court Resurfacing remains on the schedule to begin the first part of July. As 
previously stated, due to the pitting in our courts, it is important that the 
courts get resurfaced as scheduled. The plan is to close off one section at 
a time, 1-8, 9-12, and 13-20. The resurfacing company will determine the 
order and we will communicate with the membership as we go. As courts 
close, we will suspend our round robins so that all usable courts will be 
available for either drop-in or open play.

Do you like Round Robins and Ladders? Say THANK YOU.

Ladders
Our Club is incredibly lucky to have volunteers who organize these events 
each week. AND most are returning next year to do the same. Each 
week our Ladder captains take all players who register and assign those 
players into the appropriate groups, make sure clipboards and courts are 
ready on the day of ladder, then re-rank all players after all the games 
are completed. Included are those who are inactive. When you see Lori 
McLinton, Patty Holden or Tom Skinner please thank them for all their 
work in making Ladders a success this year. Ladders will start up in the fall 

around mid-October, depending on the heat index.

Round Robins
Our Round Robin Captains have also managed the 
well run round robins all winter long. We have three 
round robin captains: Steve Cain (men’s), Jennifer 
Tamparo (women’s), and Ellie Love (mixed). These 
individuals keep track and make recommendations 
when round robins need to increase or decrease 
the number of courts throughout the season. Not 
only do these captains work to keep the seventeen 
different weekly round robins moving smoothly, but 
they also serve as members of the Court Allocation 
Committee (CAC). Again, the Club is extremely lucky 
to have these three individuals returning for not 
only the summer season but also for next winter.

New Court Update

Liberty, RCI (Robson 
Communities Inc.) and the 
title company are close to 
agreement on the language 
of the final paragraph in 
question.  There isn’t a 
definitive timeline, but 
it is still hopeful that this 
will be concluded soon.  
Once done, the easement 
agreement will go to the 
city, and, the city expects no 
delay in issuing the building 
permit once the easement 
agreement is in hand.  
Additionally, RCI’s land 
development department 
is ready to go on wall 
construction once the 
block is received; 
however, the 
block was 
ordered about 
two months ago 
and has yet to be 
delivered.



Speaking of CAC, it is time to say thank you to Theresa Carter who served this past year as the chair of this very 
important and many times unappreciated committee. Theresa will bring her experience back to CAC, however, 
not as the committee chair. To sum up the work of the CAC, just ponder trying to make 1500 members satisfied 
with a balance of court utilization between Open Play, Drop-in, men’s, and women’s ladder, seventeen different 
round robins, three different beginner level classes, skills training as well as special club needs like coaching 
for courts and ratings. Imagine navigating all of these within a weekly schedule that has too few of courts! 
Somewhat mind blowing, I’d say. The Club is fortunate that last year’s Club Secretary, Kathryn Villeneuve, is 
taking the lead as the new CAC chair.

Summer Round Robins, as announced, will be suspended once the court-resurfacing project begins. However, 
until that time our round robins will be held in the mornings. With the hard work of CAC, both the men’s and 
women’s round robins will be held in the early morning and all mixed round robins will be in the evening. The 
maximum amount of gender based round robins for any group will be six courts at any one time. By limiting 
the round robins to six courts this will leave fourteen courts for open play and drop-in. 
The rules for round robins stay the same:

Arrive a minimum of ten minutes prior to scheduled start time
Open play and drop-in players have access to the round robin courts until actual start time (7:45). Round 
robin players do not get to warm-up prior to 7:45 AM unless courts are vacant.
Round robin play ends at the assigned time (9:30 AM) no matter the score.
Members are only allowed to sign up for one gender based and one mixed round robin per week.
Paddle sharing is good for those who choose. Paddle sharing means that ONE person signs up for the round 
robin and then invites another player, at the same level, to rotate and play every other game. With the hot 
weather, even in the mornings, this is a good option for those players who do not feel comfortable playing 
six games. 
Have fun!

Spring Fling and Spring-Cleaning Success! 
Thank you to Arleen King and Wendy Langhals for 
hosting the fun and successful Spring Fling. Everyone 
attending had a wonderful time! A special thanks 
to our members who donated paddles and other 
pickleball equipment to benefit our neighborhood high 
schools and church. Thank you, Kathryn Villeneuve, for 
organizing and collecting this equipment. 

Our next social will be the School Supply Drive and will be held this 
summer, date to be determined. This social will focus on school 
supplies for Eliseo Felix Elementary. Last year our members were 
their usual generous selves and even those who were gone during the 
summer sent money to help in this very important school drive.  Stay tuned for 
more information to come.

Upcoming Events:
PCPB Club Board Meeting:  May 18, 2022, 3 PM in the Milan room at 
Tuscany Falls
School Supply Summer Classic Social, date TBD
Fall Kick-off Date/Place TBD
Final 4: November 1 mixed; December 8 Women’s; December 9 Men’s
USAP tournament:  February 8, 9, 10 
Club Championships: March 9 Women’s; March 10 Men’s; March 12 Mixed
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Paddle Boxes
Drop-in paddle boxes:  We ask players to place their paddles in a solid line in the 
box. When the court becomes open, one person picks up all 4 paddles and calls out 
names on the paddles. The reason, if one person picks up all four paddles, there isn’t 
confusion on which four players are entering the court.  

In contrast, Open Play participants are asked to place their paddles in sets of four 
into the boxes since that is the group that will take the first available court. There has 
been some question as to why we continue to use the “next up” indicator instead 
of moving each set of four paddles to the front of the box. We keep encouraging 
players to use the system because for some groups, knowing where their group 
of paddles are in the box, helps them keep track of when they are next up. When 
paddles are moved, there have been times that the paddle groups get moved out of 
order. 

Capital Expenditures Update
At the March meeting, the membership approved funding for several capital 
improvements for our current courts. The members supported a proposal brought 
forth by Chris Morlan to concrete the area between the Ramada and court 1. In 
discussions with PebbleCreek General Manager, Bill Barnard, it was agreed there was 
a definite need to make this upgrade. The HOA will fund this improvement with the 
work scheduled to be completed in conjunction with the court resurfacing. This new 
concrete area will have a walkway next to the court with a 2nd tier of concrete for 
sitting. The Club is thankful for the HOA stepping forward to take on this project. 

In addition, membership approved concreting the dirt area behind courts 17-20. The Club believes that this 
can be accomplished within the approved budget. However, the final estimate is not verified at the time of this 
writing.

Thanks to Kerry Krueger a second storage shed 
is being built by court 5 to store larger Club 
maintenance equipment. Kerry spearheaded 
the building of our existing shed, and we are 
very appreciative of him stepping up again to 
build shed #2.

The Club has been working with the Assistant 
General Manager, Greg Fausto, to put gate 
stops on our court gates. Hopefully, most 
members have noticed the gate signs that 
say push or pull. By installing gate stops, the 
desired outcome of gates only open into the 
courts will be achieved. In conjunction with the 
work on the gate stops, the HOA staff will be 
lifting all the gates to alleviate the scraping as 
well as working on the latches.



Heat Exhaustion and Heat Stroke
By David Poppe

It’s beginning to get hot out there. During heat waves we need to be aware of more than just having plenty of 
liquids on hand. Drinking water or sports drinks before playing will get you started but are you aware of these 
symptoms to look out for during play?

Fatigue and feeling dizzy, nausea, headaches, muscle cramps. These are all signs of heat exhaustion which may 
also be accompanied by pale, cool, and moist skin. Your body is telling you to get out of the sun and apply ice 
to your neck, armpits and elsewhere.

CONFUSION is another sign. This means we must look out for one another. If symptoms elevate to heat stroke 
the patient is likely to have all the listed problems plus hot, dry skin. This indicates body temperature is rising 
to a dangerous level. If this continues for more than 15 minutes, seek emergency medical help.

HEAT STROKE CAN BE FATAL. We need to watch out for each other.



Player Development and the Players that make it happen.
By Sharon Hadley

It is hard to believe it has only been a year since we embarked on our new Player Development initiative. There 
have been many people who have gone before us who laid an excellent foundation for player development 
at our club. However, over the past 12 months the Player Development offerings at our club have grown and 
gained the structure we need to continue to grow the skills and pickleball acumen of our members.
It starts with Intro to Pickleball, formerly Novice Training with Doug Brajcich. Doug is such a great ambassador 
of the sport and has been guiding residents new to pickleball through the basics of how to hold a paddle, 
where to stand, keeping score and basic stroke mechanics for several years now. When players are comfortable 
with the basics, they move either to 1.0 or 2.0 skill building.

1.0 Skills as it’s referred to, is a new training offered by the club for people to spend a little more time to learn 
more of the basic skills and scoring. In addition, the 1.0 class focuses on eye-hand coordination and footwork 
needed for a sport like pickleball. A person can take the 1.0 class as many times as needed. This past year Jules 
Cardinale and Virginia Troester have been phenomenal in coaching our new players as they develop those 
basic skills so they too can grow to love pickleball. 

2.0 Skills with Coaching along with 2.0 Play with Coaching is the next stop for most of our members new to 
pickleball. Beth Kelly is another example of a member who loves to give back. Beth has been leading the 2.0 
training for years. She helps the players get ready for the club level events, like Round Robins and Ladders, 
which come with a 2.5 rating. In the 2.0 Skills with Coaching, players learn more about each skill, footwork, 
and basic court strategies needed to play pickleball. We use the 2.0 Play with Coaching to introduce players to 
Round Robin style play and continue to help them improve their skills, court awareness and scoring. Players 
are likely to spend the most time here as this level focuses on all the skills needed to be successful at all levels. 
A strong foundation proves to be invaluable as players advance from 2.5 to 5.0.

Skills and Strategies 2.5, 3.0 and 3.5 +, formerly Focused Skills and Drills, is a series of trainings focusing on 
complimentary aspects of the game each week. Steven Schaefer took on the responsibility to bring structure 
to our upper-level player development program. Steven led every first round of training sessions, wrote the 
training agendas, found over 100 training videos to put on our website and recruited coaches for each session. 
It was a herculean effort that our club will benefit from for years to come. For the second round of trainings, 
Steven recruited Kevin Hillstrom, Jeff Gauvin, and Jonathan Coulter to coordinate the 2.5, 3.0 and 3.5 sessions, 
respectively, and in just one year they have developed a superb program was developed that can be passed on 
to future leaders. 

The topics include, serving and return of serve, groundstrokes – forehand and backhand, dinking, drop shots 
and 4th shots, blocking & volleying, overheads, and lobs. Each session includes instruction and demonstration, 
drills, and in-play coaching on how to use strategy while applying these skills during a game. 

All this could not have been possible without over 100 volunteer coaches, who graciously make themselves 
available and give so much value sharing their knowledge, skills, and love of the game. Thank you all.

Summer Schedule – Starting May 1, 2022

Intro to Pickleball  Saturday   7:45 AM to 9:30 AM Open to all PC Residents
1.0 Skills   Saturday   7:45 AM to 9:30 AM Open to all PC Residents
2.0 Skills and Coaching Alternating Saturdays  7:45 AM to 9:30 AM Members only
2.0 Play and Coaching  Alternating Saturdays  7:45 AM to 9:30 AM Members only
Skills and Strategies  No Summer Trainings  Members only



COACH’S CORNER…with Tony Wells
The importance of practice: The other day I was listening to a podcast with 
guest Ben Johns (#1 ranked Pickleball player in the world) and he was asked, 
“How much do you play leading up to tournaments?” To my amazement, he 
said zero! He explained that play didn’t get him enough reps to improve so he 
relied solely on drills rather than rec play. Think of it. With drills, we get many 
more contacts than we get in games, and they also allow us to focus on a 
weak skill, often something that we rarely might experience in a game. I once 
did a non-scientific count of the number of contacts a player gets playing an 
hour of games vs doing an hour of drills-roughly 3 times the contacts in drills!! 
Combine that with the ability to choose what to work on and it’s really a no 
brainer what we should be doing to improve. So…the next time Steven Shaefer 
says let’s drill, don’t say no!

Jackie Cameron for picking up and contacting all new name badge owners.

Joanne Burch for chairing the furniture monthly cleanup for the last several 
years.

The members of the Fix-It team who continually keep our courts and 
immediate area in good shape.

Jonnie Chandler, Martha and Steve Urbin, Janelle Watts, Barb Downer, Sandy Hartstone and Jamie Slee for 
cleaning up around the courts, straightening up furniture and picking up left items during the months of March 
and April. 

Eddie Cortez for teaching how to properly use our ball machine(s) along with drills. Eddie has also done the 
maintenance on the ball machine over the past several years.  Eddie is stepping down as the instructor and has 
agreed to continue the take care of the maintenance of the machines. 
Carol Knapp for stepping up to take over the teaching and drills next fall. 

Your 2022/2023 Board of Directors and Committee Structure

Left to Right: Marty Braden, Terri Kelly, Nancy 
Popenhagen, Sharon Hadley and Bill Wood


