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Presidents Corner
New Court Update
Not surprisingly, the number one question I get is “What is happening 
with the new courts?”  Please know that as soon as we have any 
substantial information, we will send out an email blast to everyone.  

Here is where we are… AND I cannot make this stuff up………… the 
attorney for Liberty Utilities resigned on May 4th, the day prior to a 
meeting with RCI attorneys. Liberty resolved their legal representation 
and this meeting has been rescheduled.  Additionally, the cinderblocks for the walls have not arrived. These 
blocks were ordered at least 3 months ago. 

Reminders/Updates
You can help our club volunteers by picking up the pickleball balls and placing them in the ball sleeves 
when you leave the court. By placing the balls in the ball sleeves on the court, it may protect them from 
getting soft from the sun.
Close the gate if you are the last players using the courts.
Court Closures are still scheduled for the first of July for court resurfacing.
The concrete between the Ramada and court 1, along with concrete behind courts 17-20, is still anticipated 
for the summer.
The planned 2nd shed next to the lost and found is being delayed until October when Kerry and crew 
return from their summer break. 

Drop In Play
This is social play and pickleball etiquette should always be front and center. Just like round robins, players 
should play at the level of others on the court.  We should always be inclusive in game play and not target or 
avoid others.  There is not a need to hit hard balls at a weaker player.  And please remember, words matter, 
always encourage your partners. 
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Round Robins
The #1 goal of round robins is to have fun.  To meet this goal, it is expected that during any game, all players 
are equally involved in the points.  This means that no one player should be targeted or avoided during play.  
Good strategy often dictates hitting back to the same player. We are not suggesting refraining from using good 
strategies, just being sure that all players feel involved. Targeting a weaker player is a big no-no whether it is 
round robin or drop-in recreational play.  

The larger groups of women’s round robin were kind enough to experiment with one or two different 
variations of round robin play.  The main basis for these pilot changes was to see if there was a better usage 
of the courts.  Our traditional round robin charts are a great way to mix players. Traditionally, since all games 
must finish before the next rounds start, there can be a substantial amount of “dead time” when players sit, 
and the courts sit empty.  Our round robins’ players have been very good about switching to rally scoring when 
many courts are finished. None the less, it can still leave the courts vacant for some amount of time.    The 
women piloted using a system that works similarly to open play and drop-in where players moved onto the 
court as soon as a court became available.  The other system piloted was using a timed system where games 
played for 12 minutes at which time all players came off the courts, hydrated, and then all groups returned for 
another 12-minute games.

After observing both types of play, and getting input from the players, it was determined that for summer we 
will switch larger round robins to the drop-in style round robins, (a group waiting moves onto the first available 
court).  We have chosen this style of play for several reasons:

More players may participate.
Players can take a longer break between games, if needed.
Some players can take shorter breaks if they choose. 
All courts are being utilized most efficiently.
The system is easy to manage, partners come off the court and each partner puts their paddle on opposite 
sides of the box.

Through our pilots, we identified a few drawbacks to this system; players could play with/against the same 
person three or more times during the morning.  Solution:  if this happens a player can hold their paddle out 

of the box and wait until the next group comes off 
the court.  Another concern members reported 
are friends manipulating the box to only play with 
certain friends.  Solution:  if you only want to play 
with friends, they should not be in round robin but 
should move to open play.

One other issue that has arisen; player sare leaving 
early as they in more games sooner. Please plan 
on staying for the entire time; I have heard several 
players say , “I’m only going to play three games.” 
You are welcome to still paddle share and although 
the only true bye is the very first game, players 
need time to hydrate in between games and this is 
difficult if players leave early. If a playe ronly wants 
to play 2-4 games, the drop-in courts are ideal for 
this scenario.

Thank you to the wonderful round robin ladies who 
first piloted these programs to determine if they 
were possible.
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Round Robin Review
First, thank you to the members who either stopped by or wrote us an email on our round robins.  Your input is 
extremely important.

As mentioned previously, it has been 10 years since the PCPB Club instituted round robins into our club daily 
schedule.  As the Club’s vice president and I listened to feedback concerning our round robins (5/9-5/11) the 
most common theme was that round robins need to be fun and players most enjoyed playing with others 
with similar ability to their own.  This parity of play is why the Board approved a small committee to work on 
options to keep round robins’ fun AND possibly break the current groups into smaller clusters of players with 
similar ability.   The committee, chaired by Club Vice President, Bill Wood, is comprised of two members, (one 
male, one female) from the 2.5 3.0 and 3.5 round robins, one 4.0 player, one 4.5/5 player and one at-large 
none round robin player.  We look forward to seeing the recommendations that come forth from this work 
group. 

Mid-Summer Social and School Supply Social, July 23rd

Pickleball Players, are you up for a challenge?  Last year, under the wonderful guidance of Constance and John 
Angus, we were able to fill multiple tables with much needed school supplies for Eliseo C. Felix Elementary 
School.  Can we meet or exceed what great things we did last year to help this school?  Constance and John 
have generously volunteered to again host this year’s event.  We will have fun filled social play on the courts 
from 7:00 to 10:00 am, along with yummy breakfast burritos, plus raffle and more!  The supplies that we pro-
vide the school and teachers make a world of difference for this school to help kids succeed.  We hope you will 
join us in the pickleball fun and bringing school supplies to those who need them. Please watch for a flier that 
will list needed supplies and help as much as possible. 

 If you have already left for the summer or cannot be here on July 23, Constance will accept donations and 
then purchase the supplies herself.  Wonder Woman!  

Remember, members must sign up on Court Reserve to participate in the breakfast (sign-ups will open in July) 
but everyone is welcome to participate in the social play and in helping provide school supplies. 



Save the Date
PCPB Club Board Meeting:  June 15, 2022, 3:00 pm in the Milan room at Tuscany Falls (open to all 
members)
School Supply Summer Classic Social July 23, 2022, 7:00 – 10:00 am
No PCPB Club Board meetings in July or August
Fall Kick-off: November 6
Final 4: November 1 mixed; December 8 women’s, December 9 men’s
USAP Tournament:  February 8, 9, 10 
Club Championships: March 9 women’s, March 10 men’s, March 12 mixed

The PCPB Club is Growing and Active!
By Bill Wood

The most recent fall/winter Pebble Creek Pickleball Club activity information is compiled, and the results are 
impressive!  

The Pebble Creek Pickleball Club now has more than 1,500 members, including more than 250 new members 
in the past 12 months.

The PC Court Reserve System logged more than 17,000 total registrations in the seven months between 
October 2021 and April 2022.  Here are some interesting details… (or…. Here are some fun facts) ….

More than 1,000 members registered for one or more of our 588 events in the past 7 months.
Round Robins were our most popular event type with 10,600 registrations in 418 events – 514 women and 
355 men registered for Round Robins, while mixed Round Robins had 514 registrants.
38 Ladder play events had 3,587 registrations from 211 women and 190 men.
108 Training events had 1,520 registrations and involved 504 members.
Our two in-house tournaments included 184 men, 150 women and 213 mixed registrants.
551 members attended at least one of our six special events.

Please give a big thanks to the dozens of Round Robin leaders, Ladder leaders, Coaches, Raters, Board 
members, Committee members and Special Event volunteers who made this variety of pickleball related 
opportunities possible.

FINAL NOTE - Although these event numbers are impressive, more than 85% of the total usable court hours 
were still available for Open Play and Drop-In Play!

A Note from the Treasurer
By Sharon Hadley

With COVID restrictions lifting worldwide, many opportunities have 
opened in 2022 that were not available last year. The best of these being 
our son got married in May and we now have a new daughter-in-law and 
four new grandchildren ages 9 to 23.  So, we have been in Oregon since 
the beginning of May helping with the wedding and now taking care of the 
kids while the parents are on their honeymoon.   Next, it is our turn as we 
fly across the pond to Greece and embark on a new adventure of our own. 
All this will keep me out of PebbleCreek until the beginning of July.

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•



In the meantime, Terri Kelly, our Club Secretary, is maintaining her role of collecting the checks and cash 
deposited in the lockbox and recording them in our cash receipts log.  Nancy Popenhagen, our Club President, 
is stepping up in my absence, and making the deposits, and paying bills as needed.

When I return in July I will complete the April, May and June financial statements and post them to the website 
as soon as they are complete.

Thank you all for your patience.

Summer Player Development Classes
By Sharon Hadley

Player Development and the Players that make it happen. Summer is almost upon us and as the temperatures 
heat up many of our members head off to cooler climates.  But there are still many of our members that 
remain.  We do not have enough coaches in town throughout the summer to offer all the classes we do during 
our winter schedule; however, we are able to provide the following classes throughout the summer.  
 
Intro to Pickleball: Guides residents new to pickleball through the basics of how to hold a paddle, where to 
stand, keeping score and basic stroke mechanics. When players are comfortable with the basics, they move 
either to 1.0 or 2.0 skill building.

1.0 Skills: A new reinforcement training offered by the club for players to learn more of the basic skills and 
scoring. In addition, the 1.0 class focuses on hand-eye coordination and footwork needed for a sport like 
pickleball.  A person can take the 1.0 class as many times as needed.  

2.0 Skills with Coaching along with 2.0 Play with Coaching: The next stop for most of our members new to 
where players learn more about each skill, footwork and basic court strategies needed to play pickleball.  We 
use the 2.0 Play with Coaching to introduce players to Round Robin style play and to continue helping them 
improve their skills, court awareness and scoring.  Players are likely to spend the most time here as this level 
focuses on all the skills needed to be successful at all levels.  

Summer Schedule – Starting May 1, 2022
Intro to Pickleball Saturday 7:45 am to 9:30 am Open to all PC Residents
1.0 Skills Saturday 7:45 am to 9:30 am Open to all PC Residents
2.0 Skills and Coaching Alternating Saturdays 7:45 am to 9:30 am Members only
2.0 Play and Coaching Alternating Saturdays 7:45 am to 9:30 am Members only
Skills and Strategies No Summer Trainings Members only



A Tribute to Mr. Pickleball, Art House
By Jules Cardinale

On Saturday morning, May 7th, many of our long-time pickleball players congregated at the courts to start a 
golf cart parade, to honor Art for all his contributions, and headed to Art & Linda Sue’s home to surprise him.

The players offered him a framed group picture which honors his teachings, coaching and mentorship to 
almost all of us who play pickleball here in PebbleCreek. 

In addition, we honored Art with a Trophy donated by Jim Laham and Pat Chernow with a message that reads: 

With our Greatest Appreciation
Presented to Art House 

in recognition of your outstanding 
contribution and selfless dedication

to the introduction and coaching
of the sport of Pickleball to your

fellow residents of the 
PebbleCreek Retirement Resort

Goodyear, AZ
Congratulations!

Best Wishes and Happiness
To Your New Residence

Sheri Sears also shared a five-poster board “Thank You” Card with personal messages from many of the players 
who have had the pleasure of his coaching throughout all these years.

Here are just some of the accomplishments and contributions that 
Art has given to our Pickleball Community:

Art created our first PebbleCreek logo from scratch
He served on the Board of Directors as Treasurer for two years from 
2011-2012
In 2011, the Board appointed him to start a new training class for 
new pickleball members
In 2013 he became the webmaster for our club site (he would make 
“house” calls - no pun intended) with players who had any trouble 
with the website.
In 2014, Art volunteered to become the court reservation system 
administrator
Art has provided over 1,250 pickleball paddles to residents so they 
can start playing pickleball
Art has introduced and instructed over 1,000 players on how to play 
pickleball
Art was one of the original initiators to get more courts

All in all, Art has been a tremendous supporter to help this 
pickleball community grow.  He still likes to say “Pickleball is the 
fastest growing sport in America.” His wife Linda Sue shared that 
“Art would come home so happy after meeting so many residents 
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interested in pickleball and then introduced them to me. 
The Pickleball Community has become the melting pot in 
meeting so many new friends and has enriched our lives 
greatly.”

Art played the game with enthusiasm and passion. While 
he loved making a great shot, he equally enjoyed seeing 
his partners and opponents make great shots which he 
always acknowledged.  Art wanted the game to be fun for 
all players and have them leave the court with a feeling of 
fun, knowing they always did their best.  This is what he 
taught and always wanted players to remember.

Art and Linda Sue will be leaving in the fall to go back and 
live near their kids and grandkids in North Virginia area.

Thank You Art and Linda Sue, we will miss you both when 
you leave but your legacy will live on forever!

Art is a legendary part of our pickleball club. Many of 
us owe our introduction and love of this sport to Art’s 
teachings.  Thank you, Art! Nancy Popenhagen!

COACH’S CORNER…with Tony Wells

How losing games could be your path to being a better player!!: 
In pickleball we too often focus on the results of our play—winning games, 
winning tournaments, raising our rating etc. A better strategy is for us to focus 
on what causes good play. If we simply make our goal to improve our quality of 
play and that of those around us, then the rest falls into place. As our quality of 
play incrementally improves, we win more points, more games, and ultimately 
achieve whatever goals we have in pickleball, whether they are intrinsic 
(becoming a better player), or extrinsic (winning ladder matches, tournaments 
etc.). 

We can accomplish this in 3 basic steps:
Identify something in your game you need to improve.
Practice that skill.
Incorporate the skill in game situations where winning is not the priority.

As soon as winning is made less important, it frees one up to practice parts of 
their game that normally doesn’t get the needed attention. Getting fellow players to buy into this philosophy 
is ideal. To do this, it may mean breaking away from conventional games. One method is to play games 
where practicing a weak skill is mandatory, and each player counts their own unforced errors. For example, if 
working on third shot drops, make them mandatory. The game ends when one player reaches 11 errors. In this 
scenario, players become focused on the process of practicing a skill and not making errors, rather than the 
result of a team win. Remember, winning isn’t the path to becoming better!

1.
2.
3.



“Spring Cleaning” Paddle and Other Donations
By Kathryn Villeneuve

The early morning sky was a brilliant blue and membership showed up 
for the Spring Fling. As usual, our members stepped up and supported 
the donation call for paddles, nets, and other associated items 
– dubbed “Spring Cleaning”.  The back of my SUV was wide open and 
in went over 70 paddles, nearly 100 balls, 2 nets, and various other 
pickleball items. It is for certain this generosity will support the ability 
to grow and continue to foster the sport, especially for the 5 high 
schools that make up the Aqua Fria District.  The administrators shared that the schools had taken tennis out 
of their PE classes and were now teaching pickleball.  The students love it, of course, and several have already 
competed at national tournaments with success. 

A special thanks to Mark Clark, Dalonna Cooper, and Sandy Crabtree for bringing paddles from Topp, Paddletek 
and Selkirk.  A special thanks to Ken McKay for re-gripping several paddles to extend their lives.  

It is so great to be part of a giving, supportive, and fun club.  THANK YOU for always stepping up and heeding the 
calls.  This one will impact many young people. Just imagine what good players they will be by the time they live 
in a community like ours!

Maintenance Report
By Marty Braden

Work Orders
Three loose poles need to be secured. Gate 10, 15 and between courts 4 & 5
Install 90-degree hinges on gates 9-12 and 17-20.
Install stops on gates 1-8.
Rubber coat ground off bolts in court areas (safety)

Projects
Concrete

Area between ramada and court 1
Area south of courts 17-20 after July

Shed delayed until fall
Resurface all courts - not scheduled yet (July)
Shade over area between courts (12 & 1) - Waiting for Quote  

Maintenance Committee Projects
New Magnetic White Board installed in Ice-Room
Replaced backing on bulletin board
Installed safety protectors over net adjustment bolts

Other
Received 2,700 Franklin Pickleballs
Purchased tools - brooms, shovel, wrenches & sockets

Volunteers
Net adjustments, May:  Jeff Antrican and Charlie Conroy, June: Joe Sagorsky and Dave Poppe
Pam & Bill Cagle (Furniture Committee)
Thanks to Pam & Bill Cagle, Janelle Watts and Barb Downey for organizing the display of lost and found items.
Thanks to Sandy Hartstone and Jamie Slee for straightening court furniture
May 1-22 and again, Pam & Bill Cagle to finish the month
Thank you to Bill and Pam Litchenberger for assuming these duties for June
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Please do not use the fence as a backstop to 
bounce you back onto the court.  Good shot is a great 

call and bouncing off fences is not good for your body or the 
fence! Some player ran into the fence and the pole snapped off, 

please use caution when playing on all courts, but specifically on courts 
4 and 5 until the pole can be replaced.

The Club is extremely fortunate and grateful as Marty Aalto and 
members raised an additional $2,300 for our new court funds through 
purchasing PebbleCreek Pickleball t-shirts. Marty’s efforts have been a 
remarkable fundraiser and many of us have wonderful shirts to prove 
that! Thank you to ALL!

Ball Collection Report
By Bill Cagle

This is a ball collection over the past year.
 
I began collecting and processing balls in buckets June 1, 2021.

Total balls processed = 5,189
Total good balls  = 1,639 or 31.5%
Total bad balls = 3,536 or 68.5%
We are tossing about 70 balls per week.  This doesn’t count the balls that disappear from 
sleeves overnight.

Over the course of the year, the 30% average good balls have remained steady therefore I will discontinue 
documenting good and bad balls each time I collect them but will continue to put the good ones into the ball 
box where Scotty can put them out. 
  

In order to extend playing life of balls during hot summer months, please do not over-fill the ball sleeves 
where the top ball is totally exposed to the sun.  The hot sun softens balls and when they are used in play 
they quickly lose their shape and are no longer usable.
When finished playing your match, please pick up the balls and put them back in the sleeve.  Leaving the 
balls on the concrete in the hot sun will quickly soften them and when they are put in play, they lose their 
shape.
If you see balls lying on courts (even though it is a court you did not play on) please help out the club and 
pick them up and put them in a sleeve.  If you see balls extending beyond the top of the ball sleeve, please 
take that ball and put it in a sleeve that isn’t full. By all of us working together we can keep the cost of ball 
replacement as low as possible.
Please don’t take the carabiner hooks off the yellow “bad ball” buckets.  In the last month I have replaced 
at least four of them.  They are reasonably priced at Walmart if you need one.
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Your PebbleCreek Pickleball Board of Directors
Marty Braden, Officer at Large, Terri Kelly, Secretary, Nancy Popenhagen, 

President, Sharon Hadley, Treasurer, Bill Wood, Vice President


