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Presidents Corner

New Court Update
The easement with the utility company has yet to be settled. RCI legal 
department is involved in getting this issue resolved.  RCI has ordered wall 
materials and the construction will begin once those materials arrive.  The wall 
construction continues under the “at-risk” permit. 

SCAMS
The Club will never ask you to purchase gift cards or send money.  Scammers 
seem to pick up in the spring and after we have new officers elected.  Please 
be careful even when officer names are attached to an email or text.  

An Incredible Year
I want to thank Jeff Antrican, Tony Wells, Kathryn Villeneuve, and Sharon 
Hadley for a remarkable year as officers of the PCPB Club. It has been an 
extreme pleasure working with this incredible team.  As a team we set lofty 
goals and I believe we not only met but also exceeded what we set out to 
accomplish.  These individuals worked incredibly hard to guide the Club, and 
in the end, we would not have attained all the accomplishments without 
the support of our club members.  The Board asked members to try several 
changes and as members you did.  We appreciate that not all of our ideas 

pleased all of our members, and not all of our ideas worked out as well as we had hoped.  However, with your support 
we accomplished many things.  

We are extremely fortunate that Sharon Hadley will return for another year as the Club Treasurer.   Sharon is a fantastic 
Board member. As an added benefit, Jeff, Kathryn, and Tony will continue as strong volunteers for the Club.  Jeff will 
continue to help with Court Reserve and technology, Kathryn will become the chair of CAC (Court Allocation Committee) 
and Tony will continue to lead our fundraising and ratings committees.  

Welcome New Officers
A warm and appreciative welcome to our three new officers.  These individuals bring a wealth of work experience that 
will serve our Club well. 

Vice President, Bill Wood, Secretary, Terri Kelly, and Officer at Large, Marty Braden.  
The new board has 
already had their first 
work session, so we are 
off and running.  I am 
very excited to work 
with these individuals 
and believe the Club will 
continue to thrive.



Giving Thanks! 
Did you notice how the Club Championships (as with the Final 4) run 
smoothly? This is primarily due to the great job Alex Potapoff and Renee 
deLassus implement getting the teams set.  Did you notice how we have a 
first aid station? What about the amazing snack table? Undeniably, they don’t 
happen automatically.  Set up occurs before players check in and dismantling 
doesn’t occur until all play is finished for the day. The process repeats again 
the next day!  Pat Chernow recruits volunteers to work in sets to be sure we 
have two first aide volunteers all day long.  Anyone can volunteer to be part 
of the first aide team as major medical knowledge is not required. Pat works 
hard to try and match one volunteer with medical experienced volunteer 
along with another willing volunteer.  The added perk for this team is getting 
to watch pickleball games as they walk around. 

Andrea Dilger and Renee deLassus shop before each event so that players 
have a variety of munchies and drinks throughout the day. All day, they cut 

up the bananas, fill up cups of nuts, and take care of us. Please be sure to thank these 
fabulous ladies when you see them at the courts AND if you are interested, give them your 
name to join their team of volunteers.

Referees: Thank you to all the volunteer referees who stood out in the cold, wind, and 
heat to referee games.

Coaches: We have a substantial number of coaches who 
share their expertise and time volunteering through the 
club player development programs.  These programs 
include the Intro to Pickleball, 1.0, 2.0, coaching classes 
through the weekly skills and strategies sessions for 
2.5, 3.0 and 3.5 and above players, and our outstanding 
fundraiser program Coaching for Courts!  Thank you!

Danni Cortez and Shelly Coates, thank you for taking so 
many great pictures to share both on Facebook and on 
our Club webpage photo gallery.

Thank you to Judi Johnson, Pam Cagle and Clydeen 
Fortner for their efforts of cleaning out our lost and 
found box.  They put out items to be returned to their 
owners. They cleaned any unclaimed items which are 
then donated to Hope’s Closet.  What a great way to pay it 
forward!

New officers
Our three new PCPB Club Board members started their 
term as officers on April 1st.  If you haven’t already, please 
welcome our new Vice President, Bill Wood; Secretary, Terri 
Kelly; and Officer at Large, Marty Braden.  The Club is fortunate that the three individuals 
(along with Sharon Hadley) are stepping up to serve this coming year.  Please be sure to 
welcome and thank these individuals for volunteering. The Club keeps the same officer 
email addresses so these new officers can be contacted at: secretary@pcpickleball.
org; officeral@pcpickleball.org; vp@pcpickleball.org; treasurer@pcpickleball.org and 
president@pcpickleball.org. If you have these addresses in your contact list under a 
specific name and not just the officer email, it would be good to change the name.  I still 
get emails that have John listed as president.  

Andrea Dilger

Bill and Pam Cagle

Alex Potapoff and Renee deLassus



Temptations
As the weather gets warmer, there is a temptation to have individuals take it upon themselves to make exceptions to our 
court rules.  Can you imagine if all 1500 members decide they are entitled to make even one exception? The Board in 
conjunction with the CAC (court allocations committee)  determine what exceptions are needed Please remember:

A player should NEVER have two paddles in either the drop-in boxes or open play boxes.  
Paddles should ONLY be put in an Open Play box when there are four paddles and four players ready to play.
In Open Play the necklace/rope moves to indicate next in line, no one needs to physically move the paddles to the 
front of the box.
Drop-In play: We continue to ask players to respect the posted level of play and when there are four or more eligible 
players at a court, please let them have the court for their level.  This is especially true for the 2.0-2.5 court and the 
4.0 and above courts.  The 3.0 and 3.5 levels have a minimum of two courts to play, however, the 2.0 and 4.0 above 
only have one court, so they have no place to move.  

Odds and Ends
Golf cart parking spaces are relatively small, so please park inside the lines so players can enter and exit either side of 
the cart.
When parking in front of courts 13-16, backing into the space helps eliminate sun glare off the windshield.
Players are encouraged to consider moving down in rating when they are not comfortable at their current level.  
Those who have made this decision due to injury, age or other reasons seem to have more fun.  Round robins are 
meant to be fun while trying to have parity of play.
Ladder play for both men and women is scheduled to conclude on April 15.
Winter schedule will end around May 1st. CAC is currently working on a new schedule for the summer months.
Our dear friend, Dr. Dink-It, always said “to improve your game, play to the best player on the court”.  It is always 
amazing how many times players like to say they want to play with better players but then won’t hit the ball to the 
best player on the court.
Round Robins: As the temperatures heat up, sharing a paddle with another player at your level is sometimes a good 
idea.  Only one player can sign up, and then the two players alternate playing games. 

Court resurfacing
Our current courts 1-20 are scheduled to be resurfaced this summer. The good news is they need a facelift; the bad 
news is we will again lose the use of sections of our courts again this summer.  Due to the condition of the courts, it is 
not possible to delay the resurfacing until after our new courts are built.  The concern is with the pitting in the current 

surface if moisture gets under that it could cause severe 
cracking.  The tentative start time is July and as last year, 
the courts will be closed in sections, 1-8, 9-12 and 13-
20.  Unfortunately, the project will take several months to 
complete. 

As we receive more information, we will update our 
members. 

April Save the Dates
4/20 - 4.0 Rating Advancement Session
4/20 - PCPB Club Board Meeting, 3:00 PM Milan Room, TF
4/23 - Spring Fling Social tentatively scheduled  8-11 AM

•
•
•

•

•

•
•

•
•
•

•



Club Champions Crowned
By Renee deLassus

The club championship tournament took place in early March with a Thursday, Friday, Sunday schedule to ensure no one 
would be tired for Mixed play.  We had 50 women’s teams, 70 men’s teams and 70 mixed teams: making the 2022 club 
championship the largest in club history. 

The weather was nice, although windy at times. There was a good crowd watching the brackets unfold. It was a double 
elimination event with a bracket for each rating level in women’s, men’s, and mixed doubles. We had 16+ teams enter at 
a single rating level in two places for men’s and two for mixed, allowing us to create two brackets for each one, broken 
out by age. 

The results for each bracket are listed here and on the club website. The overall club champions are the winners from the 
open division. Your overall club champions are:

Women’s Doubles - Jo Comstock and Jill Lewis
Men’s Doubles - Steve Manns and Kerry Krueger 
Mixed Doubles - Lisa Milbrath and Alex Potapoff

Congratulations to all players for 
participating in this fun club event. 
Thank you to the fans who came out to 
enjoy the exciting play and support the 
players. 

Thank you to all the volunteers who 
served as referees, handled check-
in, made scoring updates, handled 
morning set-up and afternoon cleanup, 
handled refreshments and snacks as 
well as those who set up and ran the 
tournament each day. 

https://www.pcpickleball.org/_files/ugd/7b8347_05f39b681b0c4f25b51e37472b2007a3.pdf


PebbleCreek Pickleball Golf Tournament Raises $5,000 
for New Courts Fund
By Ellen Enright

On March 6th, we had a very successful 1st Annual PC Pickleball Golf 
Outing. There was a full field of 144 golfers, and a great time was had 
by all.  After golf we all enjoyed an awesome lunch provided by Juan 
Ojeda owner of Taco Head LLC.  Thank you to all the players for supporting and playing in this awesome golf outing.  We 
appreciate all the sponsors that donated giveaways. Congratulations to the winning teams.  

Ellen Enright and Kathy Hubert-Wyss Co-Chaired the event and are happy to report that $5,000 was given to the PCPB 
Club for the New Court Fund.

COACH’S CORNER…with Bob Weldon
By Tony Wells

Each month we feature one of our club’s coaches.

Bob and Karen moved into PebbleCreek three years ago. Both are among the top players 
in our club thanks to countless hours of practice and being mentored by other top club 
players the past three years. Bob still consults for USA hockey, and previously served as 
CFO for Cabelas. As a renaissance sportsman, Bob played and competed in a multitude 
of sports including football, hockey, wrestling, and skiing. His past coaching experience 
includes basketball and soccer, but lately he has been focused on training a group of 4.0 
men here in PebbleCreek. Bob is a real student of the game and always has interesting 
insights into strategy and skill development.

Bob’s tip of the month:
Always keep your weight forward and be light on your feet. Keep your hands in front and 
try to hit with the paddle extended in front rather than at your side or behind you.

Volunteer Spotlight, Felechia Justice
By Kathy Aalto

If you haven’t met Felechia yet, you should. Felechia is a big part of what keeps our Club ticking along. Working behind 
the scenes, Felechia recreated our Club website this last year, produces the Club Newsletter and Club Flyers for our 
various events throughout the year. 

Volunteering to help the Club is only a small part of who Felechia is and what Felechia does as a semi-retired marketing 
and communications specialist for 30 years. She worked for GE Security as their Corporate Event Manager and personally 
managed over 120 events per year and still operates, on a part-time basis, her event planning business that she has 
owned for the last 10 years. 

What you may not know is that she is married to Jeff Antrican our past Club Vice-
President. Volunteering must be a family thing. They moved from Oregon to 
PebbleCreek in September 2018 and just recently adopted a darling rescue dog named 
Oreo. Felechia also enjoys working on the computer, ceramics, baking, and playing 
pickleball.

PebbleCreek feels just right for Felechia since she is from the small town of Myrtle 
Creek, Oregon. PebbleCreek feels like small-town America with its friendly people and 
fun activities. And it must not go without being mentioned that her best childhood 
friend, Sue and her husband Gary, also from Myrtle Creek, just built and moved into 
their new home right down the road from Felechia and Jeff. For Felechia, “Life is 
great!” 



Cards 4 Courts Fundraiser Raises $3,360 for New Courts!
By Kathy Aalto

In 2020, the Crazy Pickleball Ladies Hand & Foot Club decided to put together a fundraiser for the new courts. The date 
was set, tables and ballroom reserved, RSVPs made, and payments received. Then BOOM. Covid hit and all amenities 
were shut down and the fundraiser was put on hold. 

Fast forward to 2022 when PebbleCreek was back up and running, Tuscany Ballroom was rebooked and all players and 
previously paid players from 2020 were contacted. Subs filled in for players who could not make the 2022 date and new 
players were added. After all the changes in players, teams, and adding the new players, we ended up with 22 tables: 

Hand & Foot, Hand, Knee & Foot, Samba and Poker. 

The atmosphere of the Tuscany Ballroom is not to be underestimated. It made 
playing cards together very special. The words expressed over and over by 
those in attendance was “This was fun!”

What could be more fun than an evening of cards, wine, friends and raising 
money for a great cause? Cards for Courts was such a great time with old and 
new friends as we raised money for our new Courts and proved that we could 
be just as competitive playing card games as we are on the court! Can’t wait to 
do it again next year!” Barb Downey

“What a fun night had by all!! Everyone got to play a card game of their choice 
with a group of their choice.  Enjoyable card game, wonderful fellow pickleball 
players and earning money for a good cause, our courts! What could be any 

better!” Wendy Langhals

“What a fun evening of card games and socializing for a great cause!  Five of us reserved one of the many tables and 
came up with the idea of playing Poker rather than our standard game of Hand/Knee/
Foot.  We wore matching visors so those around us knew we were taking this very 
seriously - uh huh.  Hands of “5 Card Draw”, “Follow the Queen”, “Chicago High/Low” 
(our version), and “7 Card, No Peekie” were just some of the games we attempted.  
Did we have any idea of what we were doing - Heck No!  Did we laugh until our cheeks 
ached - Oh Yes!  By the end of the night, we were convinced that we were pretty good 
at this (perhaps the libations had something to do with our thinking). Suffice it to say 
that we won’t be taking our talents to Vegas any time soon.” Peggy Froelich

After all paid players were tallied, extra donations made and expenses for snacks and 
bartender deducted, the total raised for the new courts by the Crazy Pickleball Ladies 
Hand & Foot Club was $3,360. 

As the organizer for the event, I’d like to 
thank everyone who helped make this event a success. Many players who had 
paid to play in 2020 and could not play in 2022 asked that their money remain 
with the New Courts Fund. Since the large tables in the ballroom are too big 
to play cards on, everyone had to provide a table for their group. Set-up and 
take-down worked like a charm with everything ready for the players by 4 PM 
for a 5:30 PM start time on February 16, 2022.

SAVE THE DATE now for Wednesday March 29, 2023, if you would like to 
attend next year’s Cards for Courts. The Tuscany Ballroom is already reserved 
and RSVP for tables will start in January of 2023.

Front left to right: Susan Lickman, Peggy 
Froehlich, Back row left to right: Karen 

Kleinknecht,  Jackie Cameron, Diane Ziemer 

Left to right:  Sandy Ammons, Mary Wiese,  
Barbara Von Trump, Catherine Talbot-Lawson

Left to right: Barb Downey, Julie Greenbank, 
Janelle Watts, Toni Erickson



How the PebbleCreek Pickleball FaceBook Page Originated
By Felechia Justice

Kathy Aalto got her first taste of pickleball in late Spring of 2018 at the Club’s beginner class from coach Bill Arsenault. 
Husband Marty Aalto followed in June of the same year. They both instantly loved the game but Kathy found herself 
constantly frustrated: What was that person’s name? You know, the good looking blonde? That tall man with long arms? 
Or the old guy with gray hair? Even with name tags it can be difficult to know the 1500 +/- members of the Club, that you 
meet and play with at the courts. 

The guy in great shape who’s super-fast? Do you mean Fast Joe (Sagorsky) or Fast Gary (Mattevi)? 
The blonde lady with all the great outfits– that’s Pam Smith! 
The tall guy with the tall dog. Oh, that’s Richard Knowles.   
The lady with the long ponytail who hits the ball really hard.  That’s Sonja Drinkwalter. 

Marty has an almost perfect memory of people’s names and faces. Kathy? Not so much.  To help herself out, Kathy 
came up with an idea that she hoped would help others too, a Facebook page for the players.  She took a lot of player 
photos (writing down their names because she knew she would never remember) and then posted those photos with 
their names onto the new Facebook page: Pickleball at 
PebbleCreek. 

Both Marty and Kathy tagged everyone they could and soon 
the players that joined the Facebook page were learning 
the pickleball players’ names that they were meeting at the 
courts.

All players are welcome to join the group and post their 
own photos on the pages and are encouraged to add player 
names whenever possible. Danny Cortez, who takes a load 
of Club photos, was added to the group as one of the group 
moderators. All members can add other players who use 
Facebook to the group. It is a closed Facebook group therefore 
only Members can see the posts. Currently there are over 900 
members in the group. It is an upbeat, informative positive 
group. it is not a place for debates or heated discussions. 
Questions and rules clarification is encouraged. 

•
•
•
•

Kathy and Marty Aalto

Join the 
PebbleCreek FB 

page here. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/254571681931115
https://www.facebook.com/groups/254571681931115


Friday FunDay Socials
By Kathy Aalto

They’re at it again!! A big thank you to Sheri 
Sears, Chris Morland, Carla Woodward and 
Julie Cardinale! Fun times are back from the 
Pandemic hiatus as the Club is bringing back 
Friday FunDay Socials! 

The Club’s March 25th, no sign-up, free-for-
all social, was dedicated to Art House who 
introduced Pickleball to many PebbleCreekers 
“way back when”. The theme was Mad-Hatter 
as you can probably surmise by some of the 
photos on FaceBook! The turnout was fantastic with well over 100 players participating. Everyone in the group photo 
with their hand raised up in the air had purchased a beginner paddle from Art when they first started playing the game 
of pickleball. He is one of the reasons we have pickleball in PebbleCreek. We will all be forever indebted to him. 

Every Friday is fun Friday and once a month there will be a theme. Fun Friday takes place from 3:00 to 6:00 PM and every 
member is welcome. 

Some of the details include:
No ratings.
No groups, just mix and match fun play.
No partner needed.
Everyone brings snacks to share and their beverage of choice.
No reservation is needed, just show up.

•
•
•
•
•



Music in the Park Raises $1,000 for New Courts Fund 
By Kathy Aalto

Saturday afternoon, March 26, was a warm but overcast afternoon that was just perfect for an outdoor concert. Karen 
Peterson and Howard Brodbeck, both Club Members, dusted off their keyboard, guitar, and drums to entertain us. It was 
our Club’s first outdoor Concert to help raise money for the new courts and we thank them!

As usual, whenever an event is planned there are always surprises. Karen’s brother, Dennis, showed up along with his 
fiddle to add to the fun. Some of the songs performed included The Devil Went Down To Georgia, Take Five, Jolene, Fire 
& Rain, Rock’n Pneumonia and Your Song.  

Colleen Malany, Kathy Aalto and Teena O’Connor collected the donations. They surprised everyone when Colleen 
showed up as a flamingo and Kathy arrived as a unicorn. When the money was added up it came up to a whopping total 
of $1,000. More concerts will be planned so stay tuned. 

A LITTLE HISTORY ON KAREN & HOWARD
Karen grew up in a musical family. She studied organ, piano and voice in college and has entertained professionally all 
her life. Karen has entertained all over the world:  Wisconsin, ski resorts in Colorado, Japan, Norway, Virgin Islands and
now Pebble Creek.  

Karen is playing piano for the Pebble Creek Church and loves being a part of the musical community here.  Howard is 
a smart, talented musical partner who has the same love of music and entertainment that Karen has. They both are 
hopeful to put on another show for the Pickleball Club soon!

Karen and Chris (husband) have been in Pebble Creek for 4 
years now. They love pickleball, golfing, music, etc, etc, etc!

Howard retired in 2009 and had always wanted to learn to 
play acoustic guitar, so he bought a guitar as a retirement 
gift to himself. He has played drums since age 14, and since 
retiring has played in many musical acts playing drums, guitar, 
harmonica and singing.

He and his wife Cheryl have lived in PC since 2009. 

Howard Brodbeck, Dennis, and Karen Peterson

Kathy Aalto and Colleen Malany



Your PebbleCreek Pickleball 2022/2023 Board of Directors:

Nancy Popenhagen
President
president@pcpickleball.org

Bill Wood
Vice President
vp@pcpickleball.org

Terri Kelly
Secretary
secretary@pcpickleball.org

Sharon Hadley
Treasurer
treasurer@pcpickleball.org

Marty Braden
Officer-at-Large
officeral@pcpickleball.org

New Officers: Marty Braden, Terri Kelly and Bill Wood


