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New Court Update 

Nancy Popenhagen 

 

NEW COURT UPDATE 
There are three sets of plans that must be approved by the City of Goodyear: the site plans, civil 

plans and the building plans.  Two of the three plans have been approved by the City of Goodyear; the 
third is imminent.  The resulting permits will be good for a year. 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 
Ratings Update 
Throughout October the ratings team will be working hard to allow members, 
who choose, an opportunity for possible advancement. Emails were sent to all 
members in the rating categories of 2.5, 3.0 and 3.5 outlining the 
procedure.  Anyone interested in looking at the criteria and procedure, go to 
our www.pcpickleball.org website and under Player Development click 
Ratings.  The complete procedure is outlined in this section. 

Round Robin Plus 
Last June we introduced a new concept called Round Robin Plus, an effort to offer more parity of play in 
Round Robins. The Club is moving forward with the pilot program and will offer a Plus system for those 
players who can qualify.  In November, and then again in January, each level will have a shoot-out of 
ghost doubles (skinny singles).  Players will play several games against others in their rating category 
using rally scoring to 11 points, win by 1. The players with the most wins will move into the Plus division 
at their same rating level for the remainder of this winter session.  For those players who participate in 
Ladder play their Ladder position may earn them an automatic pass into the Plus system. 

The Plus Round Robins will have a minimum of 10 players with a maximum of 25 players.  Not all Plus 
spots will be filled during the November Shoot-out, to save room for players in the January shoot-
out.  Players who qualify in January will join those who qualified in November for the remainder of the 
winter season. 

Plus system players may also use it to support their request for a ratings change.  However, the Plus 
system will not in itself move a player up in ratings. More detailed information about the club ratings 
program can be found at www.pcpickleball.org. 
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CLUB LADDER PLAY 
by Lori McLinton 

In late October we will begin both the men and women’s Ladder play.  
Ladders are open to all Club members, regardless of their Club rating.  
Ladders are different than Round Robins, as they are considered more 
competitive as each score determines your Ladder placement.  
Individual play times vary each week; however, women will play 
Thursday and men will return on Friday.  Ladder placement may also 
be considered in requests for rating changes. Watch for more 
information and please feel free to ask questions of your Ladder 
Captains. 
 

Executive Summary of Rules  
 The format is designed such that participants play with other 

players of similar skill levels.  
 This event will be played in a Round Robin format. Each player will be placed in groups of four 

(sometimes five) in the order of their position (ranking) on the Ladder each week.  
 Play games to 15, switch sides at 8 due to wind or sun. Each player will play three double games 

within their group, one with each participant.  
 After each game record your score on the clipboard provided near your court. After all 3 games 

are played, add up your score and initial.  
 Your placement on the Ladder will be based upon your scoring percentage (the ratio of points 

won to total points possible). During the season, players will move up and down the Ladder 
based upon their scoring.  

 It may be friendly competition, but just enjoy the play–meet some new pickleball friends --- 
HAVE FUN! 
 
Lori McLinton: 905-767-6086 / Women’s Ladder Captain 
Patti Holden: 253-377-9079 / Women’s Ladder Captain Assistant 
Tom Skinner: 303-210-2922 / Men’s Ladder Captain 
 

COURT ALLOCATION 
by Theresa Carter 

The Court Allocation Committee (CAC) has the responsibility to construct 
court schedules, based on specific guidelines. Once CAC completes its 
recommendation for a schedule for a season, it is submitted to the Club 
Board for review and approval. A full description of the CAC guidelines 
can be found on the Club Website.  

The overriding responsibility of CAC is to ensure the equitable and 
efficient use of court time for the maximum enjoyment of all skill levels, 
including social, competition and Player Development. 

There are nine (9) members on CAC, including a Chairperson and a Player 
Development Representative. The other seven (7) members are from 
every skill level in the Club with the goal that all members of the Club 
have representation on CAC. 
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CAC recognizes that court time is precious, especially during the Summer Season, when prime time is 
limited due to the hot weather. CAC tries—sometimes with limited success—to fairly allocate our 20 
courts among all Club events, Open Play, Drop In, Round Robins and Reservations. CAC continually 
monitors court usage and allocations can be revised from the original schedule based on actual usage. 
For example, if Drop In courts have 20 people waiting each day, we can recommend to the Club Board 
that a court be removed from Open Play and moved to Drop In—or vice versa. Along with player 
demand for courts, CAC also considers aspects of play such as ease of court movement for Round 
Robins, line of sight for Open Play and seating capacity for all events. 

As the Club continues to add members, pressure on court allocations will increase. CAC will continue to 
work to allocate courts as fairly as possible. 

MAKE IT A DAY OF PICKLEBALL 
November 10th Mixed Final Four and the Annual Membership Meeting. 

As a member driven club, we need the members to 
attend our November 10th Membership Meeting. 

There are several reasons why it’s important for 
members to attend the Annual Membership Meeting: 

 We are a member driven Club 
 Determining Financial Issues 

o 2022 Dues Amounts 
o Members must determine all 

expenditures over $2500 
 On-going expenditures 
 Several member initiative 

suggestions 
 Transfer of funds to New Court Fund 

o Members will decide other action items 
 Lifetime membership 
 2022 Dues amounts 

 New Business 
 Members at the meeting will review and amend proposed bylaws 

 
Please mark your calendars and join us; 6:00 pm Eagles Nest Ball Room 
 

NATIONAL BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH 
October is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, an annual event that increases 

awareness of the disease and promotes the early detection of breast cancer through 
mammography. In memory of and in recognition to those who have fought this 
disease, wear your pink anytime during the month of October. 
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MATCH UP GAME 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

⎯ On the Big Island of Hawaii, beat a big drum during sunset. 
Was so shy in kindergarten; wouldn't even talk to the 
teacher. 
 

⎯ In his 40-year working career, made ammonia nitrate, the 
stuff that blows up and gives a BIG bang! 
 

⎯ Met her husband on a blind date at age 15. 
Next year they will celebrate their 50-year anniversary. 
 

⎯ Rode a Harley Touring motorcycle for 13 miles in Wyoming 
on a cattle trail. 
While driving his corvette had a large SUV drive over the passenger  
side tire, across the hood and off the drivers side wheel (and SUV  
driver didn't know it!). 
 

⎯ Hitchhiked from Seattle to Washington DC. 
Rode a motorcycle more than 1500 miles in less than 24 hours as member  
of the Iron Butt Association. 
 

⎯ Currently competes in dog agility competitions with her border collie. 
Was a competitor in a 3-day horse competition (dressage, jumping and  
cross county jumping).  

 

 

  

A - Bonnie Nelson B - Dave Foster C - Julie Bangert D - Laurie Johnson 

Left: E - Richard Knowles  
Right: F - Troney Hutchins 
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PANCHO EPSTEIN BENCH DEDICATION 
Through private donations a bench has been purchased in honor of our late friend and mentor Pancho.  
There will be a dedication of the bench on October 10 at 9:00 a.m. by Court 12.  Everyone is welcome 
for cookies and cupcakes. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY  
The Importance of Proper Pickleball Shoes 
by Pat Chernow 

When it comes to safety on the pickleball courts, proper court shoes are important in preventing an 
injury.  Pickleball shoes are sturdier and heavier than a running shoe which is lighter and designed for 
forward, heel-to-toe movement and speed.  Court shoes are designed for stability in lateral motion to 
prevent you from twisting an ankle or slipping and falling.  Court shoes have a tread pattern that is made 
for moving in different directions; quick starts and stops, lunging forward and backward and side to side.  
They should have a high-density rubber outsole to absorb shock that can cause wear and tear on your 
feet, knees, and lower back.  

We often spend more time selecting and evaluating a new paddle than we do proper footwear.  Safety 
and performance depend on court shoes to give the stability, mobility, and quickness that pickleball 
demands.  Be sure to replace shoes when the tread becomes worn. Players are at a higher risk of injury 
without the proper shoes. 

CARWASH FUNDRAISER 
Help raise money for the new courts while keeping your car clean! 

Visit the 3 Minute Express Car Wash at either the PebbleCreek 
Parkway or Estrella Parkway location, purchase the Manager’s 
Special, and a portion of the proceeds will come back to the Club  
for the new courts. Select FUNDRAISER CODE at check in and enter 
3323. This fundraiser is good 10/1/21 – 10/22/21. 

 

FINAL FOUR MIXED 
November 10 we will hold the Club’s first Final Four tournament. 
This will be mixed so start looking for your partner!  
We will announce registration opening around the first of 
October. Cost is $10 per person. More details to follow. 
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FALL KICKOFF 
by Felechia Justice 

We are looking forward to an evening of fun, 
food and dancing! If you haven’t signed up, 
please do so by October 11. This can be done on 
Court Reserve, just look for the Fall Kickoff 
under events. If you have difficulty signing 
yourself or your guest up, please 
contact felechia.justice@gmail.com. Be sure to 
bring a mask to wear while you’re at the 

buffet. Seating will be limited so please bring 
your own chair.  In addition, the clubhouse  
lawn has just been reseeded so remember to 
stay off the lawn. And lastly, please wear your 
name badge. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Get them onto your calendar 

 Club Board of Directors Meeting October 20 
 Final Four Mixed, November 10 
 Club Annual Membership Meeting, November 10 
 Toys for Goodyear Tots, December 4 
 Chili Cookoff, January 16 

A GREAT NIGHT OF FUN 
by Lynn Manns 

On August 28, more than 200 PebbleCreekers 
came to the Tuscany Falls Ballroom for a Fun 
Night.  The event had something for everyone 
including Corn Hole, Ping Pong, and Beer Pong 
(that was really cups filled with water). The 
dance floor was packed as people boogied to 
their favorite music.  Others chilled out with the 
libations of their choice and chatted with old 
and new friends.  

The Fun Night was a huge success.  Through 
ticket sales and donations, we raised over 
$5,500 that was deposited in The New Courts 
Fund.   The PebbleCreek Pickleball Club has 
committed to raising $500,000 towards the new 
courts project. RCI, who has donated the land 
as well as an additional 1.5 million plus, are 
overseeing the project until completion and the 
handoff to our HOA. 

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped 
with the setup, donated snacks, brought games, 
and sold tickets.   

Mark your calendar for the next Fun Night on 
November 14.  The snowbirds will be back and 
we expect an even bigger crowd! 

Left: Nancy Popenhagen, Right: Lynn Manns 

mailto:felechia.justice@gmail.com


 7 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SHOUT OUT 
The board would like to recognize these folks for  
their efforts in making our game that much  
more enjoyable. 

Thank you, Rodney, for supplying hydration throughout the summer!  
Thank you, Scotty, for keeping the balls replenished.  

 
 

FINAL FOUR 

CLUB’S FIRST FINAL FOUR TOURNAMENT 
Final Four Mixed Doubles – November 10, 2021 

Women’s Final Four – January 13, 2022 
    Men’s Final Four – January 14, 2022 

We often need referees for our tournaments and the Final Four 
Tournament is no exception.  Even if you haven’t refereed before – no 
worries, training is available. We would also appreciate a volunteer(s) 

to lead/coordinate set up and tear down. To learn more and sign up to 
help, please contact Alex or Renee listed below: 

 

Alex Potopoff:    lexpotapoff7@gmail.com (623) 337-3617 
Renee deLassus: renee@radsem.com  (860) 667-1117 

Thank you for considering this opportunity! 

 

Scotty Johnson 

Rodney Jackson 

mailto:lexpotapoff7@gmail.com
mailto:renee@radsem.com
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RESULTS OF NEW MEXICO OPEN 
by Kevin Hillstrom 

In the old days, Manifest Destiny drove the 
pioneers west along what became known as 
Route 66. In modern times, Pickleball Destiny 
drove a hardy group of paddle pioneers east 
along I-40, motoring 459 miles to Albuquerque 
for the inaugural New Mexico Open on Labor 
Day Weekend. 

On a glorious ninety-degree sun-soaked 
weekend, Wendy Langhals, Jeff Antrican, Tori 
Benz-Hillstrom, Gary Bertolet and Kevin 
Hillstrom joined fellow Creekers and summer 
Albuquerque residents, Barb and Greg 
Wellington, for competition among more than 
three hundred participants. Originally 
sanctioned as a PPA event, there were no UTPR 
ratings points on the line, freeing the 
competitors to unfettered battle. 

As luck would have it, Tori and Wendy faced 
Barb Wellington and her partner, Nancy Lesicka, 
in the opportunity bracket on Women’s Doubles 
Day. The match went to Wellington/Lesicka, but 
the fellowship of the match led to a wonderful 
dinner hosted at the Wellington residence. We 
so enjoyed the mesas, the view of the Rio 
Grande River in the distance, and a rainbow 
hovering near a monsoon thundershower  
to the east. 

Saturday was mixed doubles day. Jeff and 
Wendy stumbled out of the gate in a twenty-
two-team bracket. Dropping into the 
opportunity bracket turned out to be a blessing, 
as the pair blasted their way through the 
bracket with 15-12, 15-11, 15-12 and 17-15 
victories before ending their run with a 15-13 
loss and a fifth-place finish. Fifth place! Out of 
22 entries in 3.5 50+. Wow! 

Barb and Greg Wellington won two games  
in the 4.0 50+ bracket before finishing in  
fifth place. 

Kevin and Tori won Gold in 3.0 50+, surviving 
fourteen games including seven against the 
same opponent; losing to the silver medal 
winners in the winners’ bracket in three games; 
beating the silver medal winners in three games 
in the gold medal match; and then winning the 
race to fifteen for the title.  

Sunday was Men’s Doubles day. Jeff and Kevin 
won three of the six games they played, but had 
the misfortune of being paired against the 
teams that finished 2nd, 3rd, and 4th in the 
tournament out of 15 entries. Greg Wellington 
and Pick Pickard won Silver in 4.5/5.0 50+ 
(that’s quite an accomplishment, folks), and 
Creeker Gary Bertolet, partnering with Scott 
Spaulding, won Bronze in 4.0 50+. 

Greg Wellington wrapped up Men’s Singles  
Day on Monday with a Silver medal in  
Men’s 4.0 50+. 

While winning a medal is fun, playing 
tournaments for the fellowship is also 
rewarding. and fun. Don and Margaret Siegel 
(and their team) ran an efficient, crisp, and 
organized tournament that was enjoyable for all 
who participated. Consider playing in a 
tournament in the Valley this Fall, Winter, or 
Spring, and join in on the fun!! 

 

Kevin & Torri Hillstrom 
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MATCH-EM UP GAME RESULTS 
Here are the correct matches for our 6 players from Match’Em Up.  Let’s see how well you did

BONNIE NELSON 

 On the Big Island of Hawaii, beat a big drum 
during sunset. 

 Was so shy in kindergarten; wouldn't even 
talk to the teacher. 

DAVE FOSTER 
 In his 40-year working career, made 

ammonia nitrate, the stuff that blows up 
and gives a BIG bang! 

JULIE BANGERT 
 Met her husband on a blind date at age 15. 
 Next year they will celebrate their 50-year 

anniversary 

 

 

 

 

TRONEY  HUTCHINS 

 Rode a Harley Touring motorcycle for 13 
miles in Wyoming on a cattle trail. 

 While driving his corvette had a large SUV 
drive over the passenger side tire, across 
the hood and off the drivers’ side wheel 
(and SUV driver didn't know it!). 

RICHARD KNOWLES 

 Hitchhiked from Seattle to Washington DC 
 Rode a motorcycle more than 1500 miles in 

less than 24 hours as member of the Iron 
Butt Association. 

LAURIE JOHNSON 
 Currently competes in dog agility 

competitions with her border collie. 
 Was a competitor in a 3-day horse 

competition (dressage, jumping and cross 
country jumping).

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTORS             
Kevin Hillstrom          Lori McLinton              
Lynn Manns                Felechia Justice 
Theresa Carter           Pat Chernow 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Nancy Popenhagen      Jeff Antrican 
Tony Wells                     Kathryn Villeneuve 
Sharon Hadley 
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