
This board’s goal is to foster a positive environment for players of all levels of play to enjoy 
the sport, improve their skills and build healthy relationships. Player improvement will be 
a key membership focus, along with offering the right balance of social, parity of play, and 
competitive play options.

We inherited a Club, with over 1,800 well-intended opinions on how it should operate. My 
aspiration is that together we can make a difference in creating a Club the members will 
say “Wow! We have a world-class facility, with a team of leaders that have enhanced and 
improved my love of pickleball.”

Words are just words, until they are put into the hands of quality leaders. My hope is that 
we share a common vision and support each other to deliver on our shared goals for the 
membership.  Always remember that the real gold medals in pickleball are the friendships 
we make along the way.

Fun, Fitness and Friendships
Dennis Poppe
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MARTY BRADEN
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
Superman
If you have met Marty and observed his dedication to our Club as our 
Board Member-at-Large for the last two years, you already know he was 
like Superman. He is strong, can take physical punishment and he works 
tirelessly.  He readied the new courts for their opening last May, managing 
the heavy equipment to clean the courts whether with a push broom, 
pressure washer or other commercial equipment. After the opening he 
muscled through the intense summer heat adding shade cloth, getting the 
lights and the gates working, the paddle boxes and the round robin boxes installed, and the list goes on and on. 
Marty’s dedication and stoicism were reminiscent of Superman’s relentless work ethic. (Superman pushed himself to 
his limits and gave his best effort without complaint. Superman seldom showed emotion except to his mother and Lois.) 
While we can’t go so far to immortalize Marty, those that know him would say he has many of Superman’s traits. He is 
relentless in getting work done. Contrary to the belief that he does not exhibit much emotion, he does smile, laugh, and 
possess a sense of humor, albeit a dry one, and if he complains, it’s only to the love of his life, Val.

Small Town Farm Boy
Marty grew up on his family farm in the small town of Rolla, located in northern British Columbia, Canada, where he 
gained extensive experience and knowledge in agriculture, equipment, and various aspects of farming. After high 
school, he obtained his Dental Technician License and successfully owned and operated a dental laboratory for 20 years. 
Subsequently, Marty relocated to California, where he served as the Director of Facilities & Operations for a school 
district for 17 years. He has also managed golf courses and even worked as a truck driver for a short period of time.

Athletic
Like Superman, one could say Marty is very athletic, having participated in a variety of sports over the years: softball 
(he met Val when they were both playing softball), volleyball, skiing, hockey, curling, basketball, broomball, wallyball, 
racquetball and golf. He was a provincial softball umpire and coached numerous sports.

Family Man “I take this ring to be wed…”  
From the softball field to married life Marty hit a homerun with Val. This year they celebrated 51 years together.  They 
have two children (Brandi and Pypre), three grandchildren and two dogs. Their current dog family includes Gabbi, a 
Morkie  (Maltese and a Yorkshire Terrier) and Nika, a mini Doxie (miniature dachshund). 

When, Why & How PebbleCreek
While still employed in Blythe, CA and prior to his retirement, they discovered PebbleCreek. Their goal had been to find 
a home in a secure 55+ gated community where they could visit regularly to golf, hike and bike before his retirement. 
During their visit to the PebbleCreek sales office, they were informed that Villas would soon be available. They 
expressed their interest and requested to be notified upon the availability of new Villas. In 2014, they purchased a Villa 
and began visiting PebbleCreek for golfing and other outdoor activities offered in Arizona. By 2019, with Marty newly 
retired, they decided to transition from a Villa to a permanent home that Robson would build for them.

From Golf to Pickleball
How did the Braden’s go from golf enthusiasts to pickleball addicts after five years owning in PebbleCreek without trying 
the game? The catalyst was COVID-19. With everything shut down, they sought ways to remain active and physically fit. 
They set up a portable net in an empty cul-de-sac to begin playing pickleball. With the help of Bill Plesha (a PebbleCreek 
pickleball player and referee) along with YouTube, they learned the game. Rich and Dee Rochel contributed significantly, 
and Stephen Shaeffer was a player who provided their inspiration. Marty and Val’s focus immediately changed from golf 
to pickleball. Full steam ahead, they were hooked. No more time for golf. 

Marty’s Trivia
•	 What he likes about pickleball: The spirit of the game, with its social aspect where individuals can interact and form 

meaningful friendships.
•	 Advice to new players: Get started right away by taking classes. The Club’s Skills classes and the Club’s Coaching for 

Courts are excellent, so you don’t develop bad habits.
•	 He loves practicing which includes drilling. He believes lots of drilling improves everyone’s game.
•	 His favorite shot in the game? The Earnie. Marty loves doing the “Earnie.”
•	 Best advice he received and gives out: “When you step on the court, you will play the best you can and accept 

whatever happens.” 
•	 What’s on his bucket list? Traveling across America to visit places he’s never been.
•	 If he had to eat one meal every day for the rest of the life, what would it be? Steak and potatoes. 
•	 One thing that he could not live without. It would be Val, of course, and the dogs. 
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Did you know there is unused land at the North Courts between the Ramada and 
the courts that can be used by our Club?  The Club has permission to utilize this 
area. The construction of additional courts could potentially increase property 
values by 1-2%. The estimated time frame for building additional new courts at 
the North Courts is nine months, and if the project were approved, it may cause 
disruptions to the current North Courts during this construction period. 

This proposal is currently in its conceptual phase, and the associated costs are 
yet to be determined. Members will have the opportunity to cast their votes 
in a final decision regarding whether to proceed with this project as all costs 
incurred would be paid for by our Club. 

July
•	 4th of July                      

Potluck Breakfast/Pickleball

October
•	 Welcome Back Dinner Dance: 

October 16
•	 Professional Speaker Series: 

October 30, 31

November
•	 Final Four: November 6, 7, 9
•	 Wishlist Wednesday/Demo 

Day: November 19

December
•	 Goodyear Toys for Tots: 

December 6
•	 Team Challenge: December 5

January
•	 Two-day professional 

Coaching  Clinic w Riley 
Newman (date TBD)

•	 First Annual Member Guest 
Tournament (date TBD)

February
•	 Professional Exhibition (date 

TBD)
•	 10th Annual PebbleCreek 

Tournament: February 25, 26, 
27

March
•	 Club Championship: March 26, 

27, 29

April
•	 Team Challenge: April 7

•	 Bill Miller
•	 Christina Hoffman
•	 David Harnish
•	 David Hoffman
•	 Heidi Merrifield
•	 Jeff Tellock
•	 Michelle Frank
•	 Nancy Tellock
•	 Patty Sargeant
•	 Stacy Duncan

Adding Additional Courts Club Calendar
2025-2026 Events and Socials

National Pickleball News
By Dennis Poppe

Income & Spending
•	 People age 50+ control 70% of the wealth in the US.
•	 People age 50+ own 62% of all investment portfolio value and have more 

than $50 billion in gross net worth. 
•	 People age 50+ are responsible for 53% of all consumer spending in the U.S. 
•	 People age 50+ account for more than 50% of new autos, appliances, 

prescription medicines, household supplies, food and entertainment. 
Head of Household
•	 More than 70 million households are led by consumers 50+ which is more 

than households led by 18-49 year old. The average head of household age is 
now 51.6 years old. 

Media Consumption
•	 115 million adults age 50+ are online. In any given month, 96% are online: 

76% are shopping online and 74% are using social media. 
They Like Pickleball
•	 52% of the core players, those who play 8 or more times per year are 55+. 

Players age 55+ make up 20% of all pickleball players. 

Please Welcome Our 
April New Members 

XXXXXX
X



Calling All Pickleball 
Loving Artists

Design a Custom Medal for our 10th 
Annual Pickleball Tournament

If you LOVE pickleball and are CREATIVE
Show us your talent!

Design a medal representing PebbleCreek Pickleball Club and it’s 10 
years of tournament play. The design could become a legacy medal for 
all tournaments going forward. (Note: the lanyard can be used as part of 
your design concept.)

Contest Rules:
1.	 The contest is open to all PCPC members.
2.	 Entrants confirm their submissions are their own original work, have 

not been copied from others or from previous designs, including their 
own, and do not violate the intellectual property rights of any other 
person or entity.

3.	 Submissions become the sole property of PCPC and may be used for 
any PCPC purposes, including but not limited to, display on websites, 
business cards, letterhead, posters and other materials.

4.	 PCPC shall have the right to adapt, edit, modify, or otherwise use the 
winning submission in part or in its entirety in whatever manner it 
deems appropriate. 

5.	 The winning entry will be selected by a panel comprised of the 
tournament awards committee. Their decision will be final.

6.	 Entries will be judged on their visual appeal, adherence to the concept 
prompting the contest, quality of design, and ease of reproduction for 
the purposes stated above.

7.	 The prize for the winning entry is a new SELKIRK paddle. The winner 
will be notified via email and announced on PCPC social media. 

8.	 Entries must be submitted as a JPEG or PDF file. For quality 
reproduction, the winning entry must later be submitted in a capable 
vector graphic. 

9.	 DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS JULY 1, 2025.
10.	Email your submissions to tournament@pcpickleball.org

CREATE
A hand drawn design or 
use a graphics program.

SUBMIT
Your design no later 

than July 1, 2025

WIN
A new SELKIRK paddle if 
your design is selected.

X



Happy 
Independence Day

Please join us for a No-Host Pickleball and Breakfast Social
July 4, 2025
7 am to 9 am

All pickleball club members and non-member players are invited. 

Potluck
Bring your drink of choice plus breakfast foods to share with others: fruit, 

cinnamon rolls, quiche or whatever you like.

Pickleball
The social will include Open Play pickleball mixing all levels of play together.

Red, White & Blue
Join the festivities and wear your red, white and blue.

Volunteers Needed/Wanted
Contact Kathy Aalto

503-708-6421
kathyaalto67@gmail.com
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DA VNE GINGRICH 

Senior Pro Pickleball Player and author of Pickleball Mindset. 

"My passion lies within the chess match of 
figuring out how my opponents operate 
mentally and attempting to find and exploit 
their weaknesses." 

Combined 
With 

HOW TO SIGN UP

• Thursday, October 30th, 1 pm workshop in
Tuscany Falls Ballroom

• Friday, October 31st, on-court clinic, court #1 Central
Courts

n t get you there 
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PEBBLECREEK 

PRO WORKSHOP 
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Pickleba/1 and sports - the 
mental side of playing the game 

JEFF CIRILLO 

Former MLB 2 time All Star player & competitive pickleball player. 

• Fourteen seasons in the major leagues.
• Hit .300 or better in six seasons.
• Made first All-Star team in 1997
• In 2000, finished the season with a .326

batting average (lifetime 296 BA) and a
career-high 115 RBI.

• In 2002, tied the MLB record for 99
consecutive games at 3rd base without an
error.

• Opens May 1st, 2025 I limited to 400 attendees
• PCPB Members, sign up on CourtReserve
• Non-members, sign up/pay on PayPal @PebbleCreekPB

Combined Event - Not Sold Separately
*Price when registered before: July 31st

WORKSHOP & ON COURT CLINIC 
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